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Retson Genealogy Newsletter 

           
The Retson Line ( http://retson.ca/retson.pdf ) 
 
We think of the Retson line as Scottish as William Retson 
emigrated from Fenwick Scotland at the age of 19 on April 25, 
1903 from Glasgow, Scotland on board the Mongolian. He 
arrived in Halifax on May 6, 1903 to start our line in America. 
He was preceded by John, who  was the first of 5  brothers and one sister who came to Canada. John arrived in 
Canada aboard the Siberian in Halifax April 23, 1902. George Retson arrived in Canada via Boston on board 
the Ivernia from Liverpool England to Boston Massachusetts arriving January 16, 1908 and later he in a 
passenger along with James Retson on board the Orthia on 27 May 1911. George reports that he entered Canada 
in 1907.  George bought a farm from brother William.  The farm was called East Court Farm. George 
subsequent moved to become herdsman of Napan Government farm near Amherst.  James and brother Thomas 
returning to Scotland. Sister Margaret came to Canada and married Alexander George Archibald, a relative of 
Beatrice (Clifford) Retson in 19 January 1914. She drowned while pregnant on December 19, 1914. Thomas 
died in France November 26, 1917 in World War 1. 
 
While we think of them as Scottish the family had only lived in Scotland since 1809. According to Uncle John 
they eloped across the border in Scotland to Marry although the records show their marriage as taking place in 
West Kendall, England on 22 Jun 1809. Their first child was born in Kendall, England in August 1809 after the 
shortest gestation period of all time. Their second child was born in Scotland. 
 
The earliest Retson we have on record was Richard Retson [spelled Rattson on the record books] who first 
married Elizabeth Banks in Kendal, England on 02 Jun 1764 and after her death, Margaret Milburn. She was the 
mother of Richard who was baptized in New Hutton, (near Kendal on 30 Nov 1760. This Richard had four sons, 
John, James, Miles and Thomas and one daughter Elizabeth.  Thomas and Elizabeth remained in England and 
hence descendants of Retson live both in Northern England and Scotland. 
 
DNA Cousins 
 
I have been collecting DNA cousins for at least 5 years from AncestryDNA, My HeritageDNA and 23 & Me. I 
have found that the greatest value of DNA tests is in selecting what family trees to mine for additional leads. 
Knowing that we do share DNA, I know that we share a common ancestor .By looking at other that we also 
share DNA and at common ancestors I can generally we figure what line we share. I then go back and see their 
earliest ancestors. We all get our information from various places and siblings. Your direct ancestor may not 
have had information as to who their parents were but often one of their siblings will. I have often found leads 
that take me back further by this method. By sharing information during this year alone I have found an 
additional 8 to 10 distant grandparents. The other advantage of collecting siblings data is to make sure you have 
the correct line. However, there is little advantage of getting a DNA test unless you are going to keep a 
genealogy tree. Also, you should get your DNA test with the same company as the database you keep. Ancestry 
has the largest database. Second best is probably My Heritage. 
 

This newsletter may interest in the genealogy and in particular those related to persons related directly or 
indirectly to Grace and Clifford Retson.  

My genealogy website is located at 
http://www.retson.ca/retsongeneology.html  
On the left side you will see a list of 
Family Roots. 
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Endogamy and Intergenerational Loops 
  
Endogamy is the practice of marrying within the same group for several generations. Genetically , what this 
means is that instead of only sharing DNA with relatively few people in the world with whom you share a 
recent common ancestor, you share DNA with hundred s of people who are wider part of the population. This 
may happen when small groups are relatively isolated as in the early years of settlement of a new geographical 
area such as early Massachusetts in the 1600s and early Colchester Nova Scotia in the 1760 to 1780 period. This 
will mean that a particular individual may share a common ancestor with their spouse. I am the 8th Great 
Grandson of Jeremy Belcher born in 1613 tracing through George Clifford Retson, but the 9th Great Grandson 
tracing through my mother Grace Elizabeth Atkinson. What this will mean for DNA cousins in our line, is that 
that projections of relationships may be closer than they are in actual fact. I have 6th cousins that are predicted to 
be 3rd cousins. One possible advantage of this is that we may be able to pick up ancestors further back as the 
various bits of common DNA will bring our total over the 7 cm level of confidence.  
 
The Hoar Story ( http://www.retson.ca/hoar.pdf ) 
 
When I was in Grade 12 there was a quite girl that sat in the row beside me who had what I regarded as a 
peculiar surname – “Hoare”. One day to my surprise out of the blue she indicated that we were related. I was 
surprised and asked her how. She didn’t exactly know, but she knew that we came down from a distinguished 
family. Years latter I became more familiar with the line and that I was related to all the Hoar or Hoares of 
Colchester County. After leaving Truro in 1984, I began to research the family in the Colchester Historical 
Society room at the local museum in Truro.  
 
I slowly moved back through the generations. One of the hiccups was a misleading entry in the Onslow 
Township book which recorded the wife of Robert John Nelson as being Mary Hoar and that they married 
January 9 1831. I had my 2nd great grandmother as Agnes (Nancy) Hoare. The Onslow Township records  also 
had  the marriage record of her son Samuel which recorded his mothers first name as Mary. In those days I also 
used various books researched by Jane Wile. I was running into difficulty with reconciling the Onslow 
Township records. I gave her a call and suggested that I was having trouble with her research. A week after this 
call, on July 12 2011,  I received an email from her: 
 

Hi Jim - as I was researching Nancy last night, I began to remember going through the same records a 
number of years ago.... 
 
The Onslow Township book does record the wife of Robert John Nelson as being Mary Hoar and that 
they married January 9 1831 and also the marriage record of her son Samuel records his mothers first 
name as Mary.  
 
The Onslow Township book that exists today is a typed transcription prepared in the 1920's - we have 
found a number of errors in this and there are also pages missing. Same thing for the marriage registers 
we work from - the entries were completed by a clerk from the submitted marriage forms and mistakes 
were made. 
 
The records that support the wife of Robert John Nelson as being Agnes/Nancy Hoar are: the marriage 
record of her son John, the death certificate of her daughter Rebecca, cemetery records, newspaper death 
notice of Nancy and the census records of 1871, 1881 & 1891. I was convinced at this point and did not 
search for any other evidence beyond these. 
 
These are both believed to be transcription errors by myself and others who have researched this couple. 

http://www.retson.ca/hoar.pdf
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I was so happy to receive that email as it resolved one of my brickwalls associated with this family. I continue 
to work on locating the parents of her mother Rebecca Smith. Another brickwall involves finding the origins of 
the wife of another famous member of this family John Hoare born 1622 – my 8th great Grandmother Alice 
Hoare. 
 
With the help the help of Bill Hoar, a professor from the University of British Columbia, I had worked myself 
back to Charles Hoare and Joanna Hinckman. Bill [William S. Hoar] was kind enough to give me a free copy of 
his “By Way of New England” . I had attempted to go down a rabbit hole to find the ancestors of Alice and one 
day I called up the New England Historical Genealogical Society in Boston to see how much it would cost to 
get some help on John Hoare’s wife. I spoke to the receptionist and after hearing my request indicated she could 
save me some money. Several researchers had called before me and had had no success in getting beyond the 
first name. And so, this line will for me will remain the end of the line for that root. 
 
John Hoar, my 8th great grandfather should features in the rescue of a famous minister’s wife in “The Captivity 
and Ransom of Mary Rowlandson but you wouldn’t realize it until you start drilling down on the life of John 
Hoar. See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Narrative_of_the_Captivity_and_Restoration_of_Mrs._Mary_Rowlandson It is 
considered to be one of America's first bestsellers, four editions appearing in 1682 when it was first published. 
The book can be downloaded in a number of formats from http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/851 or if you 
prefer you can download a mps recording from https://librivox.org/a-narrative-of-the-captivity-and-restoration-
of-mrs-mary-rowlandson-by-mary-rowlandson/  
 
John Hoar was simply one of those good souls who believed that all people were worthy of respect. As Indians 
in early Massachusetts were “Christianised” they were removed from their communities into communities 
called “praying Christian”  communities. In November 1675 when food and fuel failed the Christian Indians at 
Nashoba they were removed to Concord. No one in Concord would take them in due to fear of the Indians. John 
Hoare not only agreed to do so but gave them shelter in his own home and offices and began the building of a 
workshop and a palisade where they could work by day and be kept safe from the white population by night. 
One Sunday a Militia leader named Samuel Morsely, over John Hoar’s objection and without authority broke 
into Hoar’s premises, robbed the Indians of most of their personal property and sent them to Deer Island under 
escort of some twenty solders. About 50% of the natives died. The government wase not happy but took no 
action against Moseley, nor recompense John Hoare for his losses which were considerable. Later following a 
battle with non-Christian natives, where Mary Rowlandson was captured the government turned to John Hoar to 
risk his life and go out and attempt to negotiate her release. John Hoar did so and was successful in securing her 
release. At the moment one of my brick walls is finding the origins of Rebecca Smith Wife of David Gould 
Hoar. I will return to the Hoar Story. 
 
Legacy 9 Charts 
 
 One of my purchases this Black Friday was a software package called Legacy 9 that I picked at 50% off for 
about $17.00. In purchased it because of the beautiful charts that it produces that can be viewed on a computer 
or printed in various sizes for displaying on walls. After I purchased it, I thought it would be an excellent way to 
share my family tree. If any one is ever interested, I can export the file in various formats or if you simply 
would like a chart  such as a fan chart, pedigree chart etc. I can produce them and email them out. In pdf format 
they can be viewed in the free adobe reader . In jpeg format almost any picture viewing program can be used. I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Narrative_of_the_Captivity_and_Restoration_of_Mrs._Mary_Rowlandson
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/851
https://librivox.org/a-narrative-of-the-captivity-and-restoration-of-mrs-mary-rowlandson-by-mary-rowlandson/
https://librivox.org/a-narrative-of-the-captivity-and-restoration-of-mrs-mary-rowlandson-by-mary-rowlandson/
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have produced a 6-generation pedigree chart in pdf format as an example 
which I will send out with this newsletter. The Charts can be customed for 
any individual 
 
The Atkinson  Line http://www.retson.ca/atkinson.pdf  
Much progress has been made over the last two years on the second family 
on our line, the Atkinsons, thanks to the work of Rosemary Lynn of 
Vancouver. She made a breakthrough with the name of Joseph Atkinson  
which led us back another 5 generations. For the longest time we both had 
the gravestone of William Atkinson and Jane Coulter which had his birth as 
1785 and hers as 1810. We both had independently concluded that he was 
probably born in 1791 and her 1801.  We knew they had come from the 
County of Armagh. She called up to see if I had or could get a copy of a 
paper by Joseph Atkinson of Armagh. I couldn’t get the paper she wanted but 
did get another article on the landed families of Britain and Ireland   
https://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/search/label/Armagh which detailed the 
families of Atkinson. After another 2 months I was able to find a William 
Atkinson born in 1791 which fit all the rest of information we shared and on 
to the next 4 generations. I have since got a provisional collection of 
ancestors back t Francis in 1641. See  https://www.retson.ca/Atkinson.pdf  I 
will continue working on this file during the coming year. 
 
Retson’s Favourite Candy 
 
While watching a recent genealogy webinar there was a reaction to the term 
Chicken Bones to describe a favourite childhood candy. The audience broke 
down on a regional basis with only Maritimers being familiar with this 
candy. I started a file describing other childhood sweets. You can see my recall of Retson’s traditional candy at  
http://retson.ca/retsoncandy.pdf  
 
 
Additions to http://www.retson.ca/retsongeneology.html     since January 1, 2021 
 
Archibalds from Ireland, US and Nova Scotia  http://www.retson.ca/Archibald.pdf  
Armour from Scotland     http://www.retson.ca/armour.pdf  
Atkinson from Ireland      http://retson.ca/atkinson.pdf  
Belchers from Massachusetts     http://retson.ca/belcher.pdf 
Frost from England      http://www.retson.ca/frost.pdf 
Hayes from Ireland      https://www.retson.ca/hayes.pdf  
Hoare from Massachusetts     http://www.retson.ca/hoar.pdf 
Retsons from North England and Scotland   http://retson.ca/retson.pdf  
Taylors from Ireland, New Hampshire and Nova Scotia   http://www.retson.ca/taylor.pdf  
Rice from England      http://www.retson.ca/rice.pdf 
 
 
This newsletter was sent to individuals who have expressed an interest in this genealogy at some time. If you do 
not wish to receive future updates, please email me at jretson@shaw.ca and indicate so. 
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