
PREPARING FOR MUNA 

General directions for preparing for Muna are given at the Muna Website at 

http://winnipegmuna.ca/how-muna-operates/preparing-for-muna/ 

My website also contains some useful information and links at http://retson.ca/muna.html  

The first step in preparing for Muna is getting to know the country you represent 

its history, geography, people, economy, system of government, and international alignments. 

General sources of information include: 

1. World Factbook on Country  (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-

factbook/ ) choose your country in the search box and “Open All” While the website is produced 

by US CIA is a fair representative from a Western viewpoint. Much of the statistical information 

come from local government sources or UN Agencies and is generally updated annually and so is 

not more than a year out of date.   

2. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page Type in name of country in search box. This 

is a production of interested contributors including government employees and may have self-

interested reporting from time to time. Still quite useful. 

3.  Many Countries have websites with English Translation (Generally best lead to get the actual 

site is to google “Government of ‘name of Country’” Remember that you represent a country 

and that country’s position on an issue is accurate because it is that government’s position – not 

its government position is such because it is accurate. 

4. http://www.unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/how-to-participate/model-un-

preparation/research/country-research provides a list of questions and resources you might 

want to consider. 

5. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/ is a site which link to US Department of State policy “fact” 

sheets on Countries which before the current President could give a general summary of where 

US was in regards to any country. (50% of model United Nations students come from US and in 

general US students are no more educated than Canadian students as to what their county’s 

position is on an international issue. Outside of the Assembly they often share their parent’s 

biases rather than the official government’s bias. 

6. Other sites that may be useful when it is difficult to get an English Translation include 

a. Where it is difficult http://www.bbc.com/news Type name of Country in search box and 

then look for Countries Profile 

Specific preparation applies to 4 resolutions chosen each year. They are located at 

http://winnipegmuna.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/MUNA-2017-RESOLUTIONS-FINAL-4.pdf  

Delegations are advised of the resolution to which one of its delegates must speak.  

The first full day of MUNA is divided into the morning when the mover, seconder and 5 countries speak  

The mover and seconder of the resolution each may speak for five minutes. Other delegations slated to 

speak to the item are allowed three minutes each. The five or three-minute address should be prepared 

and written up in advance of the opening session. Set out the facts of your countries position. 
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While the Muna site indicates that only one delegate can speak in the Assembly, this is only advisory 

because of time constraints and both may speak if the team is very well prepared 

In Committees, the teams are divided into one of two committees and so participants must choose to 

prepare Resolutions 1&2 or 3& 4 so that they can participate in the discussions in committees 

To Prepare for individual resolutions 

Specific resources are found in links following resolutions on my site at http://retson.ca/muna.html The 

first link under resolutions will give the resolution and the next link will give links and materials to the 

resolution. 

Resolution 1 

Major links found at http://retson.ca/res1resource.html and Country of Mali: http://retson.ca/mali.html  

Recalling previous Security Council resolutions, in particular (2016)2295 

(2016), (2015)2227 (2015) and 2100 (2013), 

Go to http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/ To find resolution choose year e.g. 2016 than 

look for number in left column e.g. 2295 

Almost every country in the world will vote for this – an obvious amendment will be increasing 

extension. 

Moved by ---- Seconded by ------ 

That date of 31 December 2017 be replaced by 31 December 31 December 2019 

World Factbook on Mali 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali Mali on Wikipedia 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/background.shtml Background 

on MINUSMA  United Nations Stabilization Mission in Mali See Links to the right 

which link to all UN Documents, Reports and Updates on the Situation in Mali 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2013/189 Report of the 

Secretary General on the situation 26 March 2013 

Resolution #2 considers the now half a century nuclear disarmament issue.  

Major review found at http://retson.ca/nuclear.html . Since this is a cumulative site some material may 

be relevant to issues not included in this year’s resolution example the North Korea and Nuclear free 

zones. You must be familiar with Non-Proliferation treaty (NPT) 

http://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2005/npttreaty.html which is also summarized in previous link. 

Again, almost every country will vote for this – you must fill in from your countries foreign Affairs 

department specifics as to what your country is doing to support this treaty and nuclear disarmament 

http://retson.ca/muna.html
http://retson.ca/res1resource.html
http://retson.ca/mali.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2295
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2295
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2227
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2100(2013)
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ml.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2013/189
http://retson.ca/nuclear.html
http://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2005/npttreaty.html


 

Resolution #3 deals with the age-old dilemma of how to balance the benefits of capitalism and globalism 

with their drawbacks. Some believe that a system that gives half of the world’s income to 8 to 10 men 

should be replaced.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercantilism  The early economic view of European nations 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparative_advantage  Wikipedia on Comparative Advantage 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_trade  Wikipedia on free Trade 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_trade  Wikipedia on Fair Trade 

http://www.un-documents.net/s6r3201.htm  Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 3201 (S-VI). 

Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order May 1 1974  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_International_Economic_Order  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1  Transforming our world: the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/PV.4  Meeting Transcript of above 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11688.doc.htm  UN Press Release of above 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercantilism  

You should supplement information with information from your countries Department of Foreign Affairs 

or United Nations 

Resolution 4 covers the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which Canada 

adopted belatedly. In Canada, the Indigenous people have been winning a lot of court cases based not 

on this Declaration but rather based on Declarations of their own Government Officials and Government 

action or lack thereof. 

All Countries but United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand originally adopted Declaration and 

the remaining 4 subsequently. All the resolutions are so general that any one wishing to venture forth 

with bold initiatives could do so freely. However, the perspectives should always be based from the 

countries perspective. Boasting about your countries’ position is more important than the accuracy of 

your boasts.  

Last piece of Information: Sometimes countries listed at http://retson.ca/muna.html may also provide 

specific resources but are often out of date. 

With respect to the United Nations students should be familiar with the charter 

(http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html ) particularly Articles 1 and 2 

The Un Website at www.un.org provides interesting educational material. 

Parliamentary Procedure: 
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The speaker must commence his speech by indicating it is addressed to Mr. Speaker or Mr. Secretary 

General or who ever is the speaker. 

 As delegates are representatives of a country, they must speak using terms such as my country, my 

government, and/or the country’s name, rather than I, me or we. 

 Similarly, when referring to other delegates, one should address them as the Honourable Delegate, 

Honourable Delegate from (country’s name), or country’s name by itself. 

Delegates and counselors are strongly advised to familiarize themselves with parliamentary rules of 

procedure as well as those specific to the UN General Assembly. The former can be done by closely 

reading Robert’s Rules of Order. Excerpts from applicable portions of Robert’s Rules of Order are posted 

on this MUNA website in the form of a grid followed by explanations. I will be providing some student 

books and counsellor books. 

Delegates will be able to participate more effectively in the debates if they are familiar with basic rules 

such as Points of Order, Points of Privilege or Personal Privilege, Challenging the Chair, and/or 

Suspending the Rules. 

Have Fun - Speak Often – Be Diplomatic 


